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A preparatory catechesis for the World Meeting of Families
Love is Our Mission — The family fully alive

Part Il
THE MISSION OF LOVE

With men and women created in the image of God, history begins. God makes a covenant
with us, first through Israel and then through Christ and the Church. In this relationship, God
teaches us to love as he loves. In other words, having been created for communion, we learn that
love is our mission. In short, “God’s way of loving becomes the measure of human love.”

God’s love is captured vividly in Ephesians 5, where Saint Paul extends the marriage
analogy to Christ and the Church. Paul urges both husbands and wives to “be subject to one another
out of reverence for Christ.” (Eph 5:21) Christian marriage is therefore not a negotiation over rights
and responsibilities, but rather a description of mutual self-giving. Jesus enables Christians to
speak confidently about God’s love. He opens up God’s covenant to all people, completing Israel’s
history as a universal narrative of redemption. Jesus embodies life-giving love because he is,
literally, God’s Word made flesh. He loves the Church as his bride, and this unselfish love —
proven in blood on the cross — sets the model for the kind of mutual love and service needed
within every Christian marriage and family.

As Pope Benedict XVI taught: “By contemplating the pierced side of Christ, we can
understand ... God is love. It is there that this truth can be contemplated. It is from there that our
definition of love must begin. In this contemplation the Christian discovers the path along which
his life and love must move.”

For many today, “love” is little more than a warm feeling or physical attraction. These
things have their place. But real love — love that endures and deepens and satisfies the human
heart over a lifetime — grows from what we give to others, not what we take for ourselves. The
Lord Jesus Christ died on a cross for our salvation. Authentic Catholic teaching on marriage and
the family separates true love from all counterfeits. Scripture has many complementary and
overlapping ways of describing God’s love, but marriage is foremost among them. The covenant
between God and his people — first Israel and then the Church — is like a marriage. This marriage
is not always easy, but human sin never has the last word. God’s fidelity reveals what true love
and fidelity look like. Jesus Christ, who welcomes all of us into membership in God’s family, gives
us a new and unexpected definition of love, giving us new possibilities for living.

God works through us. We have a mission. We are in the world for a purpose — to receive
God’s love ourselves and to show God’s love to others. God seeks to heal a broken universe. He
asks us to be his witnesses and helpers in that work. We ought to ask ourselves:

a. Why is God’s love like a marriage?
b. How is God’s way of loving different from our human way of loving?
c. Can you think of a time when God’s love helped you to love in a more honest and better

way?
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ITiozomoeua Kamexu3za 0o Ceimoeoi 3ycmpiui Pooun
JIr000B € HAIIMM 3aBJAHHAM - HAHOLIbII KUBA POJAMHA
II YacTuna
MICIA JIOBOBI

IcTopist mounMHAETHCS 13 CTBOPEHHSI YOJOBIKa 1 JKIHKH Ha oOpa3 i momo0y boxy. Bor
3aKJIIOUMB COI03 3 HAMH, criepIry uepe3 [3pains, Toai uepe3 Xpucrta i LlepkBy. Llumu B3aemunamu,
bor naBuae Hac moOutu Tak, sk Bin moOuth. [HmMMHU cnoBamu, Oyaydd CTBOPEHHMH IS
CHIJIBHOTH, MU HABYAEMOCS, 1110 MU MTOKJIMKaHI1 10 Micii Ito00Bi. [HImmMu ciioBamu, «1posiB boxxoi
JIro00Bi cTae MipUIOM JFOACHKOT JIF0O0O0BI.»

Bboxa 1mr060B sickpaBo BupakeHa y JucTi 10 Edecsn 5, ne Cs. [1aBno npoBoauTh mapaieni
MK noApyxoksiM Ta XpuctoM i LlepkBoro. CB. [1aBio 32a0x04ye 40OJIOBIKIB Ta KIHOK «....» (Ed.
5:21). XpucTusHCbKE TOAPYXIKS HE € PO3MOBOIO IMPO MpaBa Ta OOOB’SI3KH, aje B3aEMHUM
ciykiHHAM. Icyc mae Haromy XpucTUsiHAM BIIEBHEHO TOBOpHUTH 1po boxy JIto6oB. Bin BiakpuTo
BUABIIAE€ boxkuii CO103 3 yciMa JII0IbMHU, 3aBEPIIYIOUYH 1CTOPiIO0 [3painbChKOro HApOIy SK 3arajibHy
pPO3MOBIIb MPO BIAKYIJICHHS. Icyc BTUTIOE JKHUTTEHAHY JIFOOOB, TOMY WO BiH €, Boxum
Bomoyennm CrnioBom. Bin nrobuts LlepkBy, ik CBOIO HapeyeHy, 1 uepe3 L0 LUpYy JT000B, SKY
BiH BUSBUB Ha XpecTi CBO€I KPOB’I0, BCTAHOBUB 3pa30K B3a€MHOI JIFOOOBI Ta CIYXKiHHS, SKi
MOBUHHI OyTH MPUCYTHI Y KOXHOMY MOJPYXOKI Ta POAMHI.

[Tana Benemuktr XVI HaBuae : «Po3dymyrouu Hao npoxoieHum 6oxom Xpucmosum, mu
Mmodicemo 3posymimu... boe € 110606. Came mym mooicna pozoymysamu Hao yiero npagdoro. Came
mym noyunaemvcs 0einiyia 1100086i. Y yux po3oymax xpucmusnun IOKpUBAE WLISX, SIKUM MAE
imu tio2o xcumms ma 110008.»

CporonHi u1st 6araTboX JIFOJEH «TF000B)» 03HAYa€ OLIbIIe, HIXK TETUIe MOYyTTS YH (i3nuHa
npuBabnuBicTh. Lli peui MaroTh cBoe micue. OfHAK, CIIPaBKHA JTI0O0B, 1000B, KA MEPEHOCUTD
TEpPIIENNBO, MOTIHONIOE Ta 33J0BUTBHSAE JIIOJCHKE CEpIE MPOTATOM JKUTTSA, 3POCTAIOYHM BiJ
MOMEHTY, KOJIM MM Ja€MO 1HIINM, a He 6epemo A cede. ['ocnons Icye Xpuctoc momep Ha XpecTi
s Hamoro cracinHs. IlpaBamBe Karonmiipke BYEHHS MPO POJMHY Ta MOAPYAOKS BiIpi3HSE
CIpaBXHIO JI000B BiA 1HIMHKX MigpoOok. CB. ITucbMo Mae Garato JOJaTKOBHX Ta BHUUYEPITHUX
cnoco0iB onrcyBaHHAM bokoi 100081, aie MoapyXOKs € HaKpamumM criocodom cepen ycix. Coro3
Mix Borom i Moro Hapomom, criepiry 3 I3painem, a 3romoM i3 LlepkBoro, € Ha 3pa30K TOAPYAIKS.
Le#t moapy>xHii 3B’SI130K HE € 3aBXKJU JIETKUM, MPOTE JIIOACHKHUI I'PiX HIKOJIU HE € OCTAaTOYHHM.
Bboka BipHICTh BUSBIISE HaM I1IO Take CIpaBXHA JI000B Ta BipHICTh. Icyc Xpuctoc, sxuii BiTae
Bcix Hac y boxiit ciM’i, Ja€ HaM HOBE Ta HEOUIKyBaHE BHU3HAYCHHS JIOOOBI, JAIOUM HAM HOBI
MO>KITUBOCTI JJTSI KUTTSI.

bor nie uepe3 Hac. Mu maemo 3aBaaHHs. MU )KMBEMO Y CBIT1 3 METOIO — OTpUMYBaTH boxy
J0GOB Ta JIMMTHCA Hero 3 iHmuMu. BiH 3akmukae Hac pormomaraté MoMy y IIbOMY Ta CBiT4HTH
npo Hel iHmuM. Hawm crif 3anutyBatu cebe.

Yomy boxa 1r000B € Ha 3pa30K MOAPYKIK?

Yum BigpizHA€eThCS crocid boxoi m000Bi1 Bl HAILIOTO JIOACEKOTO CIIOCO0Y JTH0OUTH?

Uwu BU MOKeTe Ha3BaTH NMpUKIaau boxoi m000BI, ki CIOHYKaJIX Bac JI0 KPAIIoro MposiBy
TM000B1 OIMKHIX?



