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Sisters Servants of  Mary Immaculate CelebrateSisters Servants of  Mary Immaculate Celebrate
75 Years of  Ministry in US and 50 Years as 75 Years of  Ministry in US and 50 Years as 

the American Province of  the Immaculate Conceptionthe American Province of  the Immaculate Conception
Seventy-five years ago,
A brilliant, new gem was added

to the diadem that crowns our Church
in the United States,

As five Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, 
a small band, 

Started a new ministry in our land.

That little group, with vision grand,
From Stamford to Dakota began to expand.
Plowing and planting and tending for twenty-five
years,
Their successes yielded this Province.

Throughout the years you have been blest,
As you took to heart your Foundress’ quest:
To serve whre the need is greatest.

To Sister Michele and her Sisters all,
who have answered Mary’s call,

to walk in the vineyard of the Lord,
May you continue to tend the vines
For even greater fruitful harvests.

May you enjoy the Peace fro which you pray,
As you give glory to God and Honor to Mary.
May your charism continue

as fresh as that day
Your Sisters five, strong in faith, bold in courage
Left all to sing the Lord’s song in a new land.

We raise our glass to toast you all.
Happy Fiftieth!
Happy Seventy-fifth!
Here’s to your hundredth!

This toast given by Bishop Basil
Losten during the Jubilee dinner
was written by Msgr. Leon
Mosko.

ANNUAL BISHOP’S KOLYADA HELDANNUAL BISHOP’S KOLYADA HELD
JANUARY 9TH AT ST. BASIL SEMINARYJANUARY 9TH AT ST. BASIL SEMINARY

Almost 450 bishops, priests, sisters, former sisters, fami-
ly members and friends joined the Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate during the weekend of December 11-13, 2009 to cel-
ebrate an important milestone in their history - 75 years of min-
istry in the United States and the 50th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the American Province of the Immaculate
Conception. 

A Hierarchical Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving was con-
celebrated at the St. Mary’s Villa Chapel on Saturday December
11th, by 8 of our Ukrainian and Ruthenian bishops. There were
nearly 40 Ukrainian, Ruthenian and Roman Catholic priests in
attendance and members of all 4 of our Ukrainian Catholic
Congregations of Women Religious. People traveled from over
the United States and the world to celebrate this day with the
sisters. A banquet followed the Divine Liturgy.  This was truly a
day of prayer and thanksgiving for sisters and guests alike.

A celebration of the Christmas season was held as parish and organ-
ization representatives gathered for the annual Kolyada Dinner at St. Basil
Seminary, on January 9th.  A program of Ukrainian carols and greetings was
presented with a group of children from the Ukrainian School at St. Vladimir’s
Cathedral, members of the “New Wave” organization and the Pavlyshyn sis-
ters taking part.  

A highlight of this year’s program was the presentation of the

Bethlehem Flame of Peace to Bishop Paul by members the
Hankevych family, all member of PLAST.

Members PLAST in Austria have gone to Bethlehem
and light a lamp at the eternal flame in the place of Jesus’ birth,

every year since 1986. Yearly, this flame is
carried throughout Europe by PLAST
members.This is the second year that the
Bethlehem Flame has been transported to
North America.

It is said that one year it was pro-
hited for someone to come and light the
lamp of peace and that a Palestinian youth
lit a lamp and passed it on to a Jewish youth
to continue the tradition.

As guests lit their own candles
and spread the flame throughout the hall at
St. Basil’s, a special song, about the flame,
was sung by Father Vasyl Colopelnic and
his children.

Bishop Paul encouraged all pres-
ent to take the flame back and share it with
their families, friends, communities and
parishes as a sign of  our belief that peace is
possible and of our commitment to work-
ing toward that peace.

TThhee  ffiirrsstt   ddaayy  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeaatt   FFaasstt  iiss
MMoonnddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy,,  1155tthh..

More on page 13.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters!
“A child is born for us, a son is given to us” (Is 9:5). What Isaiah prophesied as

he gazed into the future from afar, consoling Israel amid its trials and its darkness, is now
proclaimed to the shepherds as a present reality by the Angel, from whom a cloud of light
streams forth: “To you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the
Lord” (Lk 2:11). The Lord is here. From this moment, God is truly “God with us”. No longer
is he the distant God who can in some way be perceived from afar, in creation and in our

own consciousness. He has entered the world. He is close to us. The words of the risen Christ to his followers are addressed
also to us: “Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Mt 28:20). For you the Saviour is born: through the Gospel
and those who proclaim it, God now reminds us of the message that the Angel announced to the shepherds. It is a mes-
sage that cannot leave us indifferent. If it is true, it changes everything. If it is true, it also affects me. Like the shepherds, then,
I too must say: Come on, I want to go to Bethlehem to see the Word that has occurred there. The story of the shepherds is
included in the Gospel for a reason. They show us the right way to respond to the message that we too have received. What
is it that these first witnesses of God’s incarnation have to tell us? 

The first thing we are told about the shepherds is that they were on the watch – they could hear the message
precisely because they were awake. We must be awake, so that we can hear the message. We must become truly vigilant
people. What does this mean? The principal difference between someone dreaming and someone awake is that the dream-
er is in a world of his own. His “self” is locked into this dreamworld that is his alone and does not connect him with others.
To wake up means to leave that private world of one’s own and to enter the common reality, the truth that alone can unite
all people. Conflict and lack of reconciliation in the world stem from the fact that we are locked into our own interests and
opinions, into our own little private world. Selfishness, both individual and collective, makes us prisoners of our interests and
our desires that stand against the truth and separate us from one another. Awake, the Gospel tells us. Step outside, so as
to enter the great communal truth, the communion of the one God. To awake, then, means to develop a receptivity for God:
for the silent promptings with which he chooses to guide us; for the many indications of his presence. There are people who
describe themselves as “religiously tone deaf”. The gift of a capacity to perceive God seems as if it is withheld from some.
And indeed – our way of thinking and acting, the mentality of today’s world, the whole range of our experience is inclined to
deaden our receptivity for God, to make us “tone deaf” towards him. And yet in every soul, the desire for God, the capacity
to encounter him, is present, whether in a hidden way or overtly. In order to arrive at this vigilance, this awakening to what is
essential, we should pray for ourselves and for others, for those who appear “tone deaf” and yet in whom there is a keen
desire for God to manifest himself. The great theologian Origen said this: if I had the grace to see as Paul saw, I could even
now (during the Liturgy) contemplate a great host of angels (cf. in Lk 23:9). And indeed, in the sacred liturgy, we are sur-
rounded by the angels of God and the saints. The Lord himself is present in our midst. Lord, open the eyes of our hearts,
so that we may become vigilant and clear-sighted, in this way bringing you close to others as well!

Let us return to the Christmas Gospel. It tells us that after listening to the Angel’s message, the shepherds said
one to another: “‘Let us go over to Bethlehem’ … they went at once” (Lk 2:15f.). “They made haste” is literally what the Greek
text says. What had been announced to them was so important that they had to go immediately. In fact, what had been said
to them was utterly out of the ordinary. It changed the world. The Saviour is born. The long-awaited Son of David has come
into the world in his own city. What could be more important? No doubt they were partly driven by curiosity, but first and fore-
most it was their excitement at the wonderful news that had been conveyed to them, of all people, to the little ones, to the
seemingly unimportant. They made haste – they went at once. In our daily life, it is not like that. For most people, the things
of God are not given priority, they do not impose themselves on us directly. And so the great majority of us tend to postpone
them. First we do what seems urgent here and now. In the list of priorities God is often more or less at the end. We can
always deal with that later, we tend to think. The Gospel tells us: God is the highest priority. If anything in our life deserves
haste without delay, then, it is God’s work alone. The Rule of Saint Benedict contains this teaching: “Place nothing at all
before the work of God (i.e. the divine office)”. For monks, the Liturgy is the first priority. Everything else comes later. In its
essence, though, this saying applies to everyone. God is important, by far the most important thing in our lives. The shep-
herds teach us this priority. From them we should learn not to be crushed by all the pressing matters in our daily lives. From
them we should learn the inner freedom to put other tasks in second place – however important they may be – so as to
make our way towards God, to allow him into our lives and into our time. Time given to God and, in his name, to our neigh-
bour is never time lost. It is the time when we are most truly alive, when we live our humanity to the full.

Some commentators point out that the shepherds, the simple souls, were the first to come to Jesus in the manger
and to encounter the Redeemer of the world. The wise men from the East, representing those with social standing and fame,
arrived much later. The commentators go on to say: this is quite natural. The shepherds lived nearby. They only needed to
“come over” (cf. Lk 2:15), as we do when we go to visit our neighbours. The wise men, however, lived far away. They had
to undertake a long and arduous journey in order to arrive in Bethlehem. And they needed guidance and direction. Today
too there are simple and lowly souls who live very close to the Lord. They are, so to speak, his neighbours and they can
easily go to see him. But most of us in the world today live far from Jesus Christ, the incarnate God who came to dwell
amongst us. We live our lives by philosophies, amid worldly affairs and occupations that totally absorb us and are a great
distance from the manger. In all kinds of ways, God has to prod us and reach out to us again and again, so that we can
manage to escape from the muddle of our thoughts and activities and discover the way that leads to him. But a path exists
for all of us. The Lord provides everyone with tailor-made signals. He calls each one of us, so that we too can say: “Come
on, ‘let us go over’ to Bethlehem – to the God who has come to meet us. Yes indeed, God has set out towards us. Left to
ourselves we could not reach him. The path is too much for our strength. But God has come down. He comes towards us.
He has travelled the longer part of the journey. Now he invites us: come and see how much I love you. Come and see that
I am here. Transeamus usque Bethlehem, the Latin Bible says. Let us go there! Let us surpass ourselves! Let us journey
towards God in all sorts of ways: along our interior path towards him, but also along very concrete paths – the Liturgy of the
Church, the service of our neighbour, in whom Christ awaits us.

Let us once again listen directly to the Gospel. The shepherds tell one another the reason why they are setting
off: “Let us see this thing that has happened.” Literally the Greek text says: “Let us see this Word that has occurred there.”
Yes indeed, such is the radical newness of this night: the Word can be seen. For it has become flesh. The God of whom no
image may be made – because any image would only diminish, or rather distort him – this God has himself become visible
in the One who is his true image, as Saint Paul puts it (cf. 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15). In the figure of Jesus Christ, in the whole of
his life and ministry, in his dying and rising, we can see the Word of God and hence the mystery of the living God himself.
This is what God is like. The Angel had said to the shepherds: “This will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger” (Lk 2:12; cf. 2:16). God’s sign, the sign given to the shepherds and to us, is not an
astonishing miracle. God’s sign is his humility. God’s sign is that he makes himself small; he becomes a child; he lets us
touch him and he asks for our love. How we would prefer a different sign, an imposing, irresistible sign of God’s power and
greatness! But his sign summons us to faith and love, and thus it gives us hope: this is what God is like. He has power, he
is Goodness itself. He invites us to become like him. Yes indeed, we become like God if we allow ourselves to be shaped
by this sign; if we ourselves learn humility and hence true greatness; if we renounce violence and use only the weapons of
truth and love. Origen, taking up one of John the Baptist’s sayings, saw the essence of paganism expressed in the symbol
of stones: paganism is a lack of feeling, it means a heart of stone that is incapable of loving and perceiving God’s love. Origen
says of the pagans: “Lacking feeling and reason, they are transformed into stones and wood” (in Lk 22:9). Christ, though,
wishes to give us a heart of flesh. When we see him, the God who became a child, our hearts are opened. In the Liturgy of
the holy night, God comes to us as man, so that we might become truly human. Let us listen once again to Origen: “Indeed,
what use would it be to you that Christ once came in the flesh if he did not enter your soul? Let us pray that he may come
to us each day, that we may be able to say: I live, yet it is no longer I that live, but Christ lives in me (Gal 2:20)” (in Lk 22:3).

Yes indeed, that is what we should pray for on this Holy Night. Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, come to us!
Enter within me, within my soul. Transform me. Renew me. Change me, change us all from stone and wood into living peo-
ple, in whom your love is made present and the world is transformed.  Amen.

SSOOLLEEMMNNIITTYY  OOFF   TTHHEE  NNAATTIIVVIITTYY  OOFFSSOOLLEEMMNNIITTYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  NNAATTIIVVIITTYY  OOFF
TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  --   HHOOMMIILLYYTTHHEE  LLOORRDD  --   HHOOMMIILLYY
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It’s that time of year again – the time for New Year’s resolu-
tions.  You try to live up to them, at least for a while.  You spend the
first days of the new year trying to diet, or quit smoking or organize
your closets.  Sometimes you succeed.  Sometimes you give up.  Oh
well, maybe next year!  Or the year after that…

Still, the start of a brand new year means thinking, however
fleetingly or unwillingly, about beginnings and endings, life and death,
eternity and mortality.  Hundreds of thousands of people cram into
Times Square to count down the start of a fresh year, to ring out the old
and ring in the new.  Whatever the year, we look forward, filled with
hope for the very best for ourselves and our loved ones.  But there’s
always some worry about what might lie ahead.

Almost imperceptibly yesterday, today and tomorrow come
and go and take with them the history of your life.  All that you were
exists solely in what you are now in the ever-changing present.  
Nevertheless, at some point, you start wondering just how much time
you have left here on God’s good earth.  Somehow youth has been left
behind and now you are middle aged or a senior citizen, whether you
like the idea or not.  Yesterday you were just choosing your career path,
probably starting a family.  Today your kids have moved out of the
house and you’re planning for retirement.  What happened to all those
days and all those years you took for granted?

As time passes, you may dwell on what you’ve lost, on what
you can’t do any more.  Your physical well-being may not be all that
you would like.  Still, that doesn’t mean that you haven’t gained a great
deal with your added years.  In the Christopher News Note, The Best
Is Yet to Be, there’s a thought-provoking list of benefits that come with
age:  
• More time for good memories; less time for pointless nos-

talgia. 
• More time to revel in living; less time worrying about how 

to make a living.
• More time for satisfaction in achievements; less time worry

ing about what hasn’t been done.
• More time to spend with great books and music; less time 

keeping up with fads.
• More time for walking in peace; less time spent running in 

place.
• More time to know ourselves; less time wondering what      

others think about us.
Time can always be your friend, no matter your age, if you

use time for your own true welfare, that of your loved ones and those
around you.  Samuel Johnson, the renowned 18th-century man of let-
ters and author of the ground-breaking Dictionary of the English
Language, was also devoutly religious.  He wrote this prayer asking for
Divine mercy in the remaining years of his life:

Almighty God, by whose mercy my life has been yet prolonged to
another year, grant that Thy mercy may not be in vain.  … As age
advances, let me become more pure in my thoughts, more regular in
my desires, and more obedient to Thy laws.  Let not the cares of the
world distract me, nor the evils of age overwhelm me.  But continue
and increase thy loving kindness towards me, and when Thou shalt call
me hence, receive me to everlasting happiness, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Here’s wishing you a Happy New Year – every year of your life!
For a free copy of the Christopher News Note, THE BEST IS YET

TO BE, write: The Christophers, 5 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004;
or e-mail: mail@christophers.org.

THE YEARS TO COME: AGING WITH GRACETHE YEARS TO COME: AGING WITH GRACE

Editor-in-chief,
The Christophers

Stephanie Raha
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